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Background:

When a veteran with minor children receives disability, there is an allowance for the
support of the children in the check.

When that veteran is divorced and his wife gains custody, it is possible to sever the
children's part from the veteran's part and have government send the children's part
directly to the custodial parent (mother).

Problem:

The state child support agency does not take that into consideration and applies the state
child support guidelines against the disabled person's disability check, even though the
children receive support directly from the federal government because of the parent's
disability.   This often means that the disabled veteran cannot afford the basic necessities
of or a helper to assist him if he has limbs missing of is paralyzed.

The same thing happens when a person is on Social Security Disability.   Many veterans
receive both veterans' disability and Social Security Disability payments.

Case example:

In the enclosed case, the disabled veteran also receives Social Security Disability (SSD).
Those two checks comprise his total income.   He is unable to hold a regular job.  He is
divorced, and his ex-wife has custody of the children.

State guideline child support for his income, based on his disability checks, is $617 per
month.   He presently pays this amount, but--

His children also receive $480 per month support payable directly to the custodial parent
(ex-wife) because of his disability, as follows:

SSD:  His children receive $350 per month support, payable directly to the
custodial parent (ex-wife), because of his disability.

Veterans' Disability: His children receive $130 per month support, payable
directly to the custodial parent (ex-wife), because of his disability.

The state child support agency refuses to recognize those direct payments.
















