Motor Vehicle-Related Deaths Among Older Americans Fact Sheet:

Key statistics:
e For people 65-84 years old, death rates due to motor vehicle crashes are about 1.7 times higher for
men than for women.
e For people older than 85 years, the rate for men is about three times the rate for women.”
e During the past decade, the number of licensed drivers aged 70 years or older has increased by
nearly 50%.> As the U.S. population ages, that number will continue to increase.
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Motor Vehicle-Related Deaths Among Older Americans Fact Sheet (excerpts)

How large is the problem of motor vehicle-related deaths among older Americans?

e In 1996, 7,078 people aged 65 years or older died of injuries sustained in motor vehicle crashes.! Of those who died, 80%
were occupants of motor vehicles and 17% were pedestrians.

e  For people 65-84 years old, death rates due to motor vehicle crashes are about 1.7 times higher for men than for women.
For those older than 85 years, the rate for men is about three times the rate for women.’

e During the past decade, the number of licensed drivers aged 70 years or older has increased by nearly 50%. As the U.S.
population ages, that number will continue to increase.

Are motor vehicle-related death rates for older people higher than those for other age groups?

e  Motor vehicle-related death rates per 100,000 are higher for people 70 years old or older than for people in any other group
except those younger than 25 years."

e Per mile driven, drivers 75 years old or older have higher rates of motor vehicle crashes that result in someone’s death than
do drivers in all other age groups except teenagers. '

What factors contribute to older people’s high rate of death due to motor vehicle crashes?

e  Age-related declines in sensory (e.g., vision or hearing) and cognitive functions, and physical impairments due to medical
conditions may affect some older people’s driving ability.*

e Older people who are injured in motor vehicle crashes are more likely to die of their injuries than are people in other age
groups.

e About half of fatal crashes involving drivers 80 years old or older occur at intersections and involve more than one
vehicle.'

What are older drivers doing to reduce their risk of injury due to motor vehicle crashes?

e Asa group, adults aged 70 years or older wear safety belts more often than does any other age group except infants and
preschool children.?

o Older drivers tend to drive when conditions are safest.’ They limit their driving during bad weather and at night, and they
drive fewer miles than younger drivers do.

e  Older drivers are less likely to drink and drive.” In 1996, drivers younger than 70 years old who died in motor vehicle
crashes were five times more likely than those 70 years old or older to be intoxicated (blood alcohol concentration of at
least 0.10 grams per deciliter).”

Do older drivers pose more of a risk for injury to others on the road than younger drivers do?

e A study of crashes involving older drivers in Wisconsin found that drivers 65-74 years old did not pose a greater risk of
serious injury or death for others than younger drivers did.8 For drivers aged 75-84, the results were inconclusive.

References

1. Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (ITHS). Facts, 1996 Fatalities: Elderly. Arlington (VA): IIHS; 1997.

2. National Center for Health Statistics. Health, United States, 1996-97. Hyattsville (MD): CDC; 1997. DHHS publication no. (PHS) 97-1232.

3. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). Traffic Safety Facts 1996: Older Population. Washington (DC): NHTSA; 1997.

4. Janke Mk. Age-Related Disabilities That May Impair Driving and Their Assessment: Literature Review. Sacramento (CA): California Department of Motor Vehicles,

1994. Report no. RSS-94-156.

5. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). National Occupant Protection Use Survey 1996. Research Note, Aug 1997. Washington (DC): NHTSA;
1997.

6. Committee for the Study of Improving Mobility and Safety for Older Persons. Transportation in an Aging Society. Special Report 218, vol 1. Washington (DC):
Transportation Research Board; 1988.

7. Liu S, Siegel PZ, Brewer RD, et al. Prevalence of alcohol-impaired driving. JAMA 1997,277:122-5.

8. Dulisse B. Older drivers and risk to other road users. Accid Anal Prev 1997;29:573-82.

9. Public Health Service (PHS). Healthy People 2000: Review 1995-96. Washington (DC): PHS, 1996. DHHS publication no. (PHS) 96-1256.

10. Fildes BN, Lee SJ, Kenny D, et al. Survey of Older Road Users: Behavioral and Travel Issues. Victoria, Australia: Monash University Accident Research Centre;
1994. Report no. 57.

11. Anapolle J. Survey of Licensing Procedures for Older, Physically Impaired And/or Mentally Impaired Drivers. Boston: Registry of Motor Vehicles, Commonwealth
of Massachusetts; 1992. Publication No. 17271.



