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Dodge KA, Malone PS, Lansford JE, Miller S, Pettit GS, Bates JE. A dynamic 
cascade model of the development of substance-use onset. Monographs of 
the Society for Research in Child Development. 2009;74(3):vii-119.
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What Does Depression & 
Suicide Look Like?

• Pretty similar!

Bi di ti l• Bi‐directional

• Underlying factors



What Does This What Does This 
Mean for Policy?
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MIECHVMIECHV

• Disrupts the cascade at the beginning!g g

Ti  t   t t   bli / i t  i• Time to convert to public/private insurance

• On to new frontiers in supporting families
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EPSDTEPSDT

• Kids in Medicaid have a right to services g
needed to screen and treat needs

• Does not include earlier moments in 
development! Can only catch kids once they’re 
depressed or using substancesp g
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ESSAESSA

• New state flexibility  but what works?• New state flexibility, but what works?

• Opportunities in measurement, professional 
development  community partnershipdevelopment, community partnership

• Need help though! Something like Quality 
Improvement Organization for schoolsImprovement Organization for schools
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CMMI & CHIPRACMMI & CHIPRA

• Payment models and quality measurement do • Payment models and quality measurement do 
very little to disrupt these cascades

• Only payment when condition identified• Only payment when condition identified

• Need payment strategies to incentivize 
intervening earlier!intervening earlier!
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Thank you!Thank you!

Nathaniel Z. Counts, JD
Senior Policy Director
M t l H lth A iMental Health America


