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December 5, 1998

Linda D. Meyers, PhD
ODPHP
Room 738 G, Hubert Humphrey Building
200 Independence Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20201

Dear Dr. Meyers,

We are pleased to respond to the Call for Comments to the Healthy
People 2010 draft.  We know you and your colleagues have devoted
considerable work to developing this document over the past two
years.

As we testified at the Healthy People Consortium meeting on
November 12, men represent a high-risk population.  We are
concerned that men’s health issues are frequently overlooked in
the Healthy People 2010 draft.  We are troubled by the fact that
only 2 of the 38 gender-specific objectives are directed to men.

We focused our detailed review on 10 chapters.  We found the
chapters fell into three categories:
1.  Appropriate balance of gender-specific issues, with minor

omissions:  Chapters 3.  Tobacco Use; 11. Family Planning;
17. Cancer; and 21. HIV.

2.  Substantial omissions or overlooking of men’s health
problems :  Chapters 7. Injury/Violence Prevention; 8.
Occupational Safety and Health; 16. Arthritis and
Osteoporosis; and 20. Heart Disease and Stroke.

3. Provision of inaccurate or inadvertently misleading
information that negatively stereotype men :  Chapters 23.
Mental Health and Mental Disorders; and 25. Sexually
Transmitted Diseases.

The omission of men’s health concerns in chapters 7, 8, 16, 20,
23, and 25 is particularly perplexing.  We are attaching our
specific comments.  We urge you to carefully review the draft of
Healthy People 2010 to assure the discussion, objectives, and
overall goals provide an epidemiologically-sound presentation of
gender-specific issues.

Sincerely,

Men’s Health Network
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