
Scott Williams, Vice President, Men’s Health Network  
A National Phone and Direct Mail Survey: State Public Health Departments Access to 
Care, Health Information, and Education Outreach for Both Men’s & Women’s Health

Introduction/Objective
State Departments of Health provide this nation’s communities with 
critical access to care, health information and services, as well as 
educational outreach programming. 

This study is an effort to explore available resources for gender based 
health services including the degree to which women's and men's health 
is institutionalized, and can serve as a benchmark and discussion point 
for initial development of Healthy People 2020 objectives. 

Conclusions
The survey results highlight the need for concrete plans and policies to 
address these unmet needs and underserved populations. 

Prospects exist to address the gender gap within State Departments of 
Health relating to education, outreach, services, and access to care.  

It is imperative to perform a comprehensive environmental scan of current 
men's and women's health tools, resources, ad infrastructure by state.

Method
A national phone and direct mail survey was administered to the 
Secretary/Director of 51 State Departments of Health (including 
Washington, DC) as well as the Governor's Office, where appropriate.

4 states indicated that they have a State Commission on Men or Men’s Health, as compared to 33 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico with a State Commission on Women or Women’s Health. 

Results
12 states have established an Office of Men’s Health and/or Coordinator for Men’s Health; 42 states and the 
District of Columbia verified having an Office of Women’s Health and/or Coordinator for Women’s Health.

Population Comparison

14 states and the District of Columbia have a website with information related to men’s health. 50 states and 
the District of Columbia maintain a website containing information related to women’s health.  
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Ages 65-69A lower number of males per 100 
females suggests a higher burden 
on aging women and their families 
due to premature male mortality. 

There were limitations to the study.  
Responses from some states offered 
conflicting data or was inconsistent 
with the state web site; the data was 
reconciled to the best of our ability.

N
N
N
N
N
Y
N
Y
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
Y
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N
N

MC

Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
N
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
N
Y
N
N
N
Y

WC

N
N
N
Y
Y
Y
N
N
Y
N
N
N
Y
N
N
Y
Y
N
Y
N
N
Y
N
N
N
N

M
Site

YYNMissouri
YYNMississippi
YNNMinnesota
YYYMichigan
YYYMassachusetts
YYNMaryland
YY*N*Maine
YYNLouisiana
YYNKentucky
YYYKansas
YYNIowa
YYNIndiana
YY*Y*Illinois
YYNIdaho
YYNHawaii
YYYGeorgia
YYY*Florida
YY*N*D.C.
YYNDelaware
YYNConnecticut
YY*N*Colorado
YY*N*California
YYYArkansas
YN*NArizona
YYNAlaska
YYNAlabama

W
SiteWHMHState

Data retrieved from US Census Bureau, 2000

YNYNNNWyoming
YNNNNNWisconsin
YNYNN*N*West Virginia
YNNNYNWashington
YYNNYNVirginia
YNYNYNVermont
YNYNNNUtah
YYYNYNTexas
YNNNYNTennessee
YNNNYNSouth Dakota
YNYNYNSouth Carolina
YNYNNNRhode Island
YYYNYYPennsylvania
YNYNY*N*Oregon
YNYNYNOklahoma
YNNNYYOhio
YNYNYNNorth Dakota
YNNNYNNorth Carolina
YYNNYYNew York
YNYNYNNew Mexico
YYYNYNNew Jersey
YNYYNNNew Hampshire
YYNNYYNevada
YNYNYYNebraska
YNNNYYMontana

W
Site

M
SiteWCMCWHMHState

*Denotes no or conflicting response

Office of Men’s Health and/or Coordinator for Men’s Health                                Office of Women’s Health and/or Coordinator for Women’s Health

State Commission on Men or Men’s Health                                                        State Commission on Women or Women’s Health

State Website on Men’s Health                                                        State Website on Women’s Health

MH: Office of Men’s Health &/or Coordinator for Men’s Health
WH: Office of Women’s Health &/or Women’s Health Coordinator

MC: State Commission on Men’s Health
WC: State Commission on Women’s Health

M Site: State Website on Men’s Health
W Site: State Website on Women’s Health
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